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GaAs IC returns 
to Monterey 
The GaAs IC Symposium is but a month 
away and this year it returns to the spec- 
tacular Monterey area. Readers will recall 
it from 1991 and will be interested to see 
how the Symposium and the industry it 
represents has moved on from that time. 
No doubt this year attendees will once 
again have fishing on their mind as they 
wander the aquarium but this time it will 
be fishing for business. It is appropriate 
that the content covers not just GaAs but 
also the competing compounds such as 
InP and GaN, and the ever-present threat 
from silicon. 
As well as the main conference there are 
peripheral meetings. These include the 
‘2002 GaAs Reliability Workshop’ and the 
‘SEMI Compound Semiconductor 
Materials Standards and ASTM Committee 
Meeting’. 
Approaching its quarter century, you will 
always learn something novel and new at 
this meeting. It was here that many of the 
GaAs fraternity were woken up to the pos- 
sibilities of Sic and SiGe. Ironic that it 
should be at a GaAs IC meeting that you 
should come away with the strongest 
impression of something to do with sili- 
con. But that just goes to show what a 
useful meeting it is. As they say you 
should know the competition and unlike 
some other more compartmentalised 
meetings this one takes the broader view. 
The meeting is one of the most intensive 
on the calendar with short courses - ,jnd in 
its 15th year its subject will be ‘IC Design 
For Receivers’ - panels sessions - covering 
topical issues such as ‘InP vs SiGe for 
40G’ and ‘Alternative Substrates’. 
To illustrate, there will be an opportunity 
to get to grips with the place of compound 
semiconductor devices in the all-important 
wireless LAN power amplifier market. Of 
great concern to our readers and their cus- 
tomers will be the choice of technology for 
the high growth WLAN 802.11 a/b/g busi- 
ness today and tomorrow. It is already 
under threat from SiGe so which technolo- 
gy is ready for today’s market? 
Much on the mind of the designer is 
whether supply voltage is ever going to be 
a single cell i.5V. If so then how will GaAs 
KS meet the demands for linearity and 
efficiency in portable electronics? Will 
there be a place for GaAs in the multi- 
technology modules for wireless, handsets 
and other applications which are just 
around the corner? 
Full details of the symposium can be 
found on page 52. 
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